
Catawba Indians in the Revolutionary War

About the time the Declaration of Independence was signed (July 4,

1776), British warships were planning to take the city of Charleston by setting up

a base on nearby Sullivan's Island.

Gen. William Mouitrie of the Continental Line got wind of the British plans

and, in spite of orders to the contrary, made the decision to resist the occupation.

Under Moultrie's command was the Third South Carolina Regiment which

included a group of militia men known as the "backcountry rangers."

The backcountry rangers included Catawba Indians who had not only

fought against the Cherokees, their traditional enemy, but had switched from

support of the Crown to the colonial cause as early as 1772. In that year the

British royal government men who ruled South Carolina had changed from

paying Catawbas to track runaway slaves and other chores given as favors in

years past.

After Mouitrie's men won the battle of Sullivan's Island, the backcountry

rangers headed back to the northwest where the Cherokees, who remained loyal

to the British, were raiding the white settlements. Catawba warriors went along

with the rangers headed by Col. Andrew Williamson. This group was soon joined

by Col. Thomas Sumter who would four years later make the Catawba Indian

Land his base of operations.

The Catawbas (also spelled Catoppas in some of the literature) proved to

be valuable in the Cherokee campaign as scouts. Mdurice Moore wrote that






